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—  TO  THE  — 

STARTFORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report,  1905. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December,  1905, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  apologise  for  its  shortness,  owing  to  my  tenure  of  office  only 
accounting  for  nine  months  out  of  the  year. 

There  were  46  deaths  registered  during  the  year,  14  of  which  occurred  in  people 
over  65  years  of  age,  and  17  between  25  and  65  years  of  age,  and  infants  under  1  year 
accounting  for  9. 

Infectious  Diseases  claimed  5  deaths,  2  being  due  to  Enteric  Fever,  1  to 
Diphtheria,  1  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  1  to  Puerperal  Fever. 

Tubercular  Phthisis  claimed  3  deaths. 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases  claimed  3  deaths. 

Respiratory  Diseases  claimed  6  deaths. 

Heart  Disease  accounted  for  5  deaths. 

There  were  62  births  registered  during  the  year. 

I  have  frequently  visited  and  inspected  the  6  villages  comprising  my  district 
during  the  year,  and  in  my  monthly  reports  to  you  have  drawn  your  attention  to  any 
defects  in  the  sanitation  of  such  districts. 

Romaldkirk. — The  new  system  approved  by  the  Committee  for  the  disposal 
of  sewage  in  this  village  will  most  certainly  prove  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Three  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  in  one  of  the  hotels,  and  when  one 
considers  that  there  is  no  yard  or  back  premises  to  this  building,  the  occurrence  of  such 
is  not  surprising.  The  slaughter-house  has  been  inspected,  and  found  sanitary. 
Cow-byres  have  been  also  inspected,  and  in  most  cases  found  wanting  as  regards  light 
and  ventilation.  The  water  in  the  village  has  been  bacteriologically  and  chemically 
examined  by  me,  and  found  good. 

Mickleton. — The  village  pump  well-water  having  been  reported  bad,  structural 
alterations  were  made  to  the  well,  after  which  I  examined  the  water  and  found  it 
satisfactory.  The  school  is  undergoing  extensive  alterations,  and  the  closets  in  connection 
therewith.  Accompanied  by  the  Inspector  (Mr.  Porter)  I  have  made  frequent  inspections 

in  this  village. 

Cotherstone. — The  drainage  system  is  working  satisfactorily.  Several  lanes 
reported  by  me  as  insanitary  have  now  been  rectified.  Structural  alterations  are  in 
progress  at  the  Wesleyan  School — new  water-closets  in  place  of  privies,  and  coo  iected 
with  the  main  sewer,  are  being  constructed.  Frequent  inspections  have  been  made  in 
the  village  by  me,  accompanied  by  the  Inspector  (Mr.  Porter). 

Lunedale. — I  have  recommended  the  village  school  to  have  the  pan  system  of 
disposal  of  excrement  in  place  of  the  present  existing  privy  in  the  male  portion,  and  the 
latrine  to  be  situated  at  a  suitable  distance  from  the  school  building. 

Hunderthwaite. — The  excellent  water  in  the  well  has  been  satisfactorily 
covered  over,  and  a  suitable  pump  erected.  The  drains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
reservoir  have  been  inspected  by  me,  and  necessary  instructions  given  to  prevent  any 
possible  soakage  from  them  entering  the  reservoir.  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  very 
prevalent  in  the  district  during  the  year,  chiefly  AVhooping  Cough  and  Measles,  and  every 
precaution  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  as  much  as  possible,  necessitating  the 
closing  of  the  Day  and  Sunday  Schools  in  Romaldkirk,  Hury,  Mickleton,  and  Lunedale 
for  several  weeks.  That  these  precautions  proved  effectual  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  only 
one  death  occurred  from  Whooping  Cough. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  township,  and  the 
death-rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  : — 
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which  equals  a  death-rate  of  19‘5  per  1,000 
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table  shows  the 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  to  me  during  the 


Diphtheria. . . 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 


8  cases 

2 

7 

4  „ 

1  case 


55 

55 


Total 


22  cases 


In  conclusion,  I  must  add  that  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  accompanying 
Dr.  Manby,  Medical  Inspector  for  the  Local  Government  Board,  during  his  tour  of 
inspection  in  my  district,  and  received  very  great  assistance  and  instruction  from  him  in 
the  necessary  details  of  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and,  profiting  by  his 
advice,  I  have  secured  recently  the  Special  Degree  in  Sanitary  Science  and  Public  Health. 


I  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Romaldkirk,  February,  1906. 


E.  5.  HAWTHORNE,  D.P.H.,  F.R.C.S. 


Printed  at  the  “Teesdale  Mercury”  Office,  Market  Place,  Barnard  Castle. 


